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Anatomy of a Hit: America’s Next Top Model
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Compaser Richand
Woll supplies 2 for “ANTM.

B3 THR.com

LY ] the CW's entertainment prosiclont,
SO I lﬁl e whi follewed *ANTM™ over from
LT, = “Tiwp Moadel® 1% a project of
L passaon for cveryonc at this net-
Of -I-h IS work. W all think it"s potten bet-
fer and better over the years =—it's
- water-cooler stuff. And Tyra has
b USI neSS just blossomed in every way. She's
go this amazing knack for relating
: Rk Voo Wi,
|S G Du Oseralf also praises the show's
expertine in conveying “wish ful-
| k fillment, intense commpetition and.,
OO S of course, the drama of it all.
Everybody goes after each other,
GI n L That's something the awdience
O e 'l really can rap int
Ah ves, the catfighting. It is,
ackninwledpes those imvolved with
— J. Alexander the show, the sugar that brings
vicwers to the “ANTM™ table.
“This 15 a soap opera where the
people involved happen to be
aspining models,” points out ereator/cxecutve producer Een Mok,
Bt as over-the-top as “Top Model™ sometimes gets with the clash
ing personalines, there are real hopes and drcams being fulfilled and
diashed — amd some gerune cducation about the modeling industry,
imsists Barker. “The core of our show remains the diamond-in-the
rough mentality,” be says. =The magic is in picking girks who embosdy
their own Cinderella story — who, with a bit of spt and polish, can
shine. If you took a bunch of pretry girls who already worked as
models, ir wouldn'e be nearly a5 mtercssing or exciting.”
apear |_|.|i1|x are taken in "Ihp Milel™ ey haodd upr a mirrew o the
actual Fshion industry, insists the show's photo shoot producer and
ercative director Jay Manuel, who likewise caurions dhar whar one see
B n:--.:n:li||5 1=t nearly as l;JJ.lnnp-..-;n as ir looks
=Tyra likes 1o say that she won't do anything (on the show) thar she
hasn’t acually done in her oom (modeling) career,™ Manuel says. “All
off the things the girls encounter can and do happen for real. When you
wec the |_:',ir|a hun__r.: upin harmesses, or x||_<u||i|'|g theem with a prarmot of 3
taranmda, we're creating provocamve imagery. But it's not done for the
fear factor's sake — it's about elicining a reaction, which is whar deives
1 real fshion indusery
“But if anyonc thinks we're hard on the girks, orust me, the real workd
5 much tougher,” Manuel continues. “We rake the nime o explain
thimgs and give them anorher chance, There ism't thar |||I.|:r:|.'1|||.| there
i the acmal indussry, 1 vou de ri.nq‘ﬁl,'[hingh: ek off the creative diree-
tor, vou're gone, When we had Janice Dickinson here as a judge, she
represented the harshiness of this busimess.™
IMckinzon deparred “ANTM™ after the fourth oy ole, the Gmed "ol




